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HOW TO:
Write a Letter to the Editor about the Trans-Pacific Partnership

PREPARE TO WRITE YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Step One – Decide On Which Aspect of the TPP You Will Focus
So many parts of the TPP impact our everyday lives: from the environment, to access to
medicines, to food safety, to state sovereignty. The list goes on and on. It may prove difficult to
choose just one aspect, but it is important to do so. Letters to the editor are usually limited to
150 words, so you are working within a very confined space.
Step Two – Choose Newspaper(s) for Submission
It is important to choose the right newspaper for your message. Don’t automatically go to the big
national papers. Getting published your letter published in a national newspaper would be great,
but local and regional papers can have a really big impact!
Step Three – Research Guidelines of the Newspaper(s) You’ve Chosen
Most newspapers have strict guidelines for submitting a letter to the editor. Make sure to follow
those guidelines because your letter may be automatically rejected if you don’t. Common
guidelines include:
 The type of contact information requested
 Format of the letter
 Word limit
Step Four – Read Letters to the Editor from the Newspaper(s) You’ve Chosen
Reading letters from the newspapers you’ve chosen will help give you a sense of what the
newspaper is looking for. It is especially important to pay attention to the tone of the letters that
are published.
Step Five – Avoid These Common Pitfalls
 Be as concise as possible. Most letters are limited to 150 words, so it is important to
choose your words carefully.
 Stay focused on the aspect of the TPP you’ve decided to write about. Only address one
aspect per letter.
 It is easy to be angry and riled up about the TPP, but it is important to maintain a
respectful tone in your letter.
 Be original! If you say exactly what everyone else is saying, then your letter won't get
chosen. Find a way to put a new spin on the information.
WRITE YOUR LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Step One – Follow the Newspapers Guidelines for Writing the Heading

Make sure to include all of the information the newspaper asks for in the heading. This is usually
where you’ll include your contact information, including name, address, email address, phone
number, etc.
Step Two – State the Article to Which You Are Responding
Most letters to the editor are in response to something that was published in that paper.
Because the TPP is not really about trade, you can use issues other than trade to introduce the
TPP. For example, if there was just an article about an outbreak of E. Coli, you can write a letter
to the editor about the gutting of food safety protections that will happen if the TPP is passed.
Step Three – State Your Position
Clearly state the position you're taking on the issue. Highlight why the issue is relevant and
important, but remember to be concise.
Often, letters are chosen because they best articulate what dozens of other readers have said.
Pretend you're another reader looking at what you've written and make sure you have a clear
sense of what is being stated.
Step Four – Provide Evidence
It is important to provide hard evidence for your argument. For example, if you are writing about
investor-state, it would be important to highlight a specific case that occurred under another free
trade agreement and the amount of the settlement.
Step Five – State What Should Be Done
You’re writing because you want your voice to be heard, but also because you want something
done! Close your letter by asking your member of Congress to take specific action. For
example, you could ask your member of Congress to demand a release of the text or to pledge
to vote no on Fast Track.

